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As 2020 draws to a close, we have analyzed data from the latest BLS Employment Situation Report to estimate 
nonprofit job losses through November, continuing our effort to track the ongoing impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic on nonprofit employment. We then looked at month-over-month trends to see how the overall recovery of 
early nonprofit jobs losses is proceeding and what that may mean for the long-term recovery of sector employment 
into 2021 and beyond.  
  
 

PART 1: NONPROFIT JOB LOSSES AS OF NOVEMBER 2020 
 
As of November 2020, 
the nonprofit workforce 
remained down by nearly 
878,000 jobs compared 
to February 2020, 
representing a 7% 
decline from its pre-
pandemic level, as 
shown in Figure 1. 
These lost jobs include 
over a quarter million 
workers in nonprofit 
educational 
organizations; nearly a 
quarter million workers in 
health care institutions; 
over 135,000 workers in 
social assistance 
organizations; and more 
than 115,000 workers in 
nonprofit arts and culture 
organizations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ccss.jhu.edu/november-jobs/
http://ccss.jhu.edu/november-jobs/
http://ccss.jhu.edu/november-jobs/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=chelsea.newhouse@jhu.edu
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/archives/empsit_12042020.pdf
http://ccss.jhu.edu/research-projects/nonprofit-economic-data/ned-services/covid-nonprofit-employment/
http://ccss.jhu.edu/
https://public.tableau.com/views/EstimatedNonprofitJobsLossesasofOctober2020/DashboardF1?:language=en&:display_count=y&:origin=viz_share_link
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As shown in Figure 2, 
the month of November 
saw just a 3.4% recovery 
of nonprofit jobs 
compared to the level in 
the previous month of 
October.1 November 
also saw a continuation 
of losses in the key field 
of education, with 
nonprofit educational 
institutions shedding an 
additional 4,000 jobs 
during this period on the 
heels of over 15,000 
losses during October. In 
addition, the field 
encompassing religious 
institutions, foundations, 
and associations 
recovered only 120 jobs 
in November, 
representing a 0.2% 
recovery—a precipitous 
drop from the October recovery rate of 1.7% in this field.  
 

 
More generally, the month-
to-month improvement in 
the nonprofit job picture 
has been modest at best, 
with the past 4 months 
seeing only an overall 
recovery of .8% of 
nonprofit jobs, as shown 
in Figure 3. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Our October update found that, as of October, nonprofit job losses stood at an estimated 949,048. However, BLS revisions for September and October resulted 
in this new estimate for October. BLS monthly revisions result from additional reports received from businesses and government agencies since the last published 
estimates and from the recalculation of seasonal factors. For more information, see: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics November Employment Situation Report 
(12/4/2020). 

http://ccss.jhu.edu/
http://ccss.jhu.edu/october-jobs/
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/archives/empsit_11062020.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/archives/empsit_11062020.pdf
https://public.tableau.com/views/NovemberNonprofitJobsRelease/F2?:language=en&:retry=yes&:display_count=y&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/NovemberNonprofitJobsRelease/F3?:language=en&:display_count=y&:origin=viz_share_link
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PART 2: TRACKING THE RECOVERY—JUNE THROUGH NOVEMBER 

 
This troublingly slow 
improvement in the 
share of nonprofit jobs 
missing over the past 
four months reflects the 
stubborn impact of the 
pandemic on 
employment, especially 
in fields where 
nonprofits are present. 
Thus, November’s 
30,735 recovered jobs 
represented a recovery 
rate of just 1.9% of the 
estimated 1.64 million 
initial job losses from the 
first 3 months of the 
pandemic (i.e., March, 
April, and May) as 
reported in our 2020 
Nonprofit Employment 
Report. This represents 
a reversal of the small upward bump in job recoveries achieved in October, as shown in Figure 4.  

 
 
What is more, this 
pattern of declining 
recovery rates was 
evident in every field, 
as shown in Figure 5. 
Of continuing concern 
is the education field, 
where losses in the 
months of September 
and October continued 
into November, albeit 
at a slower rate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ccss.jhu.edu/
https://bit.ly/2020-NP-Empl-Rpt
https://bit.ly/2020-NP-Empl-Rpt
https://bit.ly/2020-NP-Empl-Rpt
https://public.tableau.com/views/NovemberNonprofitJobsRelease/F4?:language=en&:display_count=y&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/NovemberNonprofitJobsRelease/F4?:language=en&:display_count=y&:origin=viz_share_link
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PART 3: YEARS TO RECOVERY AT RECENT RATES 

 
If the rate of nonprofit job 
growth evident in November 
persists, it would take the 
nonprofit sector 2.4 years to 
dig its way out of the 877,802 
job losses that remained as 
of November,2 as shown in 
Figure 6. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
Given the dramatic recent 
surges in new COVID-19 
infections and deaths, 
the increasing 
restrictions being instituted 
around the country in an 
attempt to stem the tide, 
the looming expiration of 
existing policy 
interventions, and the 
likelihood 
that vaccinations will not be available to the majority of the population until at least the second quarter of 2021, it 
seems likely that the recent slowing of nonprofit job recovery will persist, or perhaps even intensify in the coming 
months. This will put added strain on institutions that are especially critical to managing this crisis. 
  
Luckily, the nonprofit sector has a constellation of strong advocates working to ensure that these critical 
organizations are included in the next rounds of support legislation when and if they arrive. The ability of the country 
to recover from its current crisis may well depend on it. As we head into the new year it will therefore be especially 
important to continue to track the impact of the evolving situation on this critical sector and its workforce. 
 
 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

 
About the Johns Hopkins Center for Civil Society Studies | email 
The Johns Hopkins Center for Civil Society Studies is a leading source of ground-breaking research and knowledge about the nonprofit sector, social 
investing, and the tools of government. Working in collaboration with governments, international organizations, investment innovators, and colleagues 
around the world, the Center encourages the use of this knowledge to strengthen and mobilize the capabilities and resources of the public, nonprofit, 
and for-profit sectors to address the complex problems that face the world today. The Center conducts research and educational programs that seek to 
improve current understanding, analyze emerging trends, and promote promising innovations in the ways that government, civil society, and business 
can collaborate to address social and environmental challenges. 
  
About the Johns Hopkins Nonprofit Economic Data Project (NED) | link 
Nonprofit organizations are facing increased pressures in states and localities throughout the United States, but the nonprofit sector’s ability to respond 
to these pressures has been limited by a lack of timely information about how prevailing economic realities are affecting the sector. The Johns Hopkins 
Nonprofit Economic Data Project (NED) is helping to tackle this problem by charting economic trends in the nonprofit sector including how employment, 
wages, and finances have changed over time and in relation to other industries. Moreover, the project is able to analyze these data at the national, 
regional, state, and local levels, and to focus on particular subsectors—such as nursing homes, hospitals, home health centers, education, social 
services, and the arts. A collaboration between the Johns Hopkins Center for Civil Society Studies, state employment security agencies, the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, and state nonprofit associations, the NED Project has thus far produced almost 50 state, county, and regional Nonprofit Economic 
Data Bulletins since its founding in 2001, yielding a vital resource for understanding the nonprofit sector. 
 
 

Follow or contact the Center 

       

 
2 877,802 jobs  30,735 jobs per month = 28.5 months 

http://ccss.jhu.edu/
https://apnews.com/article/business-public-health-ap-top-news-san-francisco-coronavirus-pandemic-aa542043451296148fed8cd6e8d81832
https://apnews.com/article/business-public-health-ap-top-news-san-francisco-coronavirus-pandemic-aa542043451296148fed8cd6e8d81832
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/11/19/covid-19-winter-coming-we-cant-stop-fighting-virus-column/6317635002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/11/19/covid-19-winter-coming-we-cant-stop-fighting-virus-column/6317635002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/11/19/covid-19-winter-coming-we-cant-stop-fighting-virus-column/6317635002/
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/12/what-we-know-about-u-s-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-plan.html
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/sites/default/files/documents/nonprofit-community-letter-7-13-2020.pdf
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=ccss@jhu.edu
http://ccss.jhu.edu/research-projects/nonprofit-economic-data/
http://ccss.jhu.edu/research-projects/nonprofit-economic-data/ned-publications/
http://ccss.jhu.edu/research-projects/nonprofit-economic-data/ned-publications/
https://twitter.com/JHUCCSS
https://www.facebook.com/JHUCCSS/
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mailto:ccss@jhu.edu
https://public.tableau.com/views/NovemberNonprofitJobsRelease/F5?:language=en&:display_count=y&:origin=viz_share_link
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